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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRINCIPAL

| am very glad to know that department of History of Harimohan Ghose College is going
to publish their first departmental magazine. Now having completed so many years of
service to the society, the department is taking initiative to enrich academic activities
through this publication.| wish the teachers as well as students of this department the
very best.

Dr.PRABIR BISWAS
PRINCIPAL

HARIMOHAN GHOSE
COLLEGE



FROM THE DESK OF THE FACLLTY

Harimohan Ghose College has been the hub of higher education since its inception in
1963. Both the teachers and the students have worked together to give shape to a
number of streams,courses & subjects. The Department of H istory unfurled its flag right
from the inception of the college ( Honours starting from 2001). Both the predecessors
and the present professors of the department have put in their efforts to nurture various
activities of the department. The only shortcoming of the department so far has been
the lack of a departmental Magazine.

Now the teachers & the students have jointly overcome this limitation and
initiated the venture of introducing a Departmental Magazine- “HISTORIUM *.
;Historium’ today and tomorrow will be a nest of publications of students and teachers
thatwill enlighten the department in the years to come.

May “HISTORIUM” bloom to its full potential

Prof. Sanchita Sen Dr.Sayantani Sur Prof.Shayanti Hazra
Associate Professor & Assistant Professor, Guest Lecturer,

Head, Department of History ~ Department of History
Department of History
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HIDDEN IN HISTORY: THE STORY DF NEERA ARYA

Parveen khatun
Sem 4

India was under the rule of the British Empire for around 200 years
before we finally achieved independence on August 15,1947. Every Indian knows
about the pain,struggles,heartache, and loss faced by our ancestors. Some have lost
touch with dear ones due to the brutal effects of partition;some had to face unending
cruelty in the hands of the British; and some had to endure the heartbreak of separation
fromtheir families as part of their struggle for freedom. The latter group consists of the
freedom fighters, to whom we owe our independence. Women freedom fighters in
India made significant contributions to the country’s independence movement againt
british rule. Despite facing societal constraints and discrimination,these women
challenged the patriarchal norms and joined the freedom struggle, inspiring future
generations with their bravery and determination. We know a famous patriot named
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, who is famed in many parts of the world. Yet, there’s a
personin history who was a member of Netaji's INAand who may be considered one of
the reasons Netaji could continue his glorious work to free India from the clutches of
the British. Yet she has faded into obscurity, and history has lost one who, like any other
brave freedom fighter, showed insurmountable courage and unbridled passion for her
motherland. And her name is NeeraArya.




WHO WAS NEERA ARYA?

Many freedom fighters have a nameless service to the nation,and one such
lesser-known name was Neera Arya, popularly known as the first woman spy in the
Indian National Army, who was a soldier in the Rani of Chaos Regiment of the Indian
Army. She was the daughter of distinguished and eminent businessman Seth. India at
that time was ruled by the British and from a young age,her acts proved her love for the
nation,She participated in many freedom movements. Her father soon found a suitable
match for his daughter,and she got married to an investigation officer, Shrikant
Jairanjan Das, in British India.

THE NATION COMES BEFORE THE FAMILY

Soon after marriage, Arya and her husband'’s professions became a point of
conflict between them. Since her husband was working for the British government, he
was a loyal British servant, whereas Neera wanted independence for her country from
the British. Because of her love for the nation, Neera ended up joining the Jhansi
Regiment under Indian army after her marriage. When Neera’s involvement in the army
he tried to get secrets about Bose because he was ordered to spy on Netaji and
assassinate him. One day when her husband attempted to assassinate Subhash
Chandra Bose, SHE KILLED HER HUSBAND by stabbing him and saving Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose.




ENDURING RUTHLESS TORTURE!

For killing a British Government servant, Neera Arya was tortured every single
day during her life imprisonment in Andaman (Kala Pani). She had given an account of
one unbearable part of her story at the time of her imprisonment. She was tied with a
hard iron chain around her neck, hand, and legs. She kept sleeping onn the ground
regardless of the heavy cold for months. One day, a blacksmith came into her
compartments. He started cutting off the chains of her hand. He had CUT some flesh off
her hand. She had ignored that,he had HIT her bones 2-3 times with a hefty hammer
when he started cutting off the shackles from her legs.

She sighed and grieved because of pain and said to him.
“Are you blind you hit my legs 2-3 times?”
She was full of a lot of pain as she was hit by that hammer.

The blacksmith said “you cannot do anything ifi hit on your heart”.

She knew that she was a slave there. They can do and behave in any way, whatever
they liked. She was angry and in rage, she spat on him and said to him

“Learn to respect women”!!

The jailer came near her, watching everything about the event, and asked, If she
could tell them the where abouts of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, they would let her
go. And he would be asking her for the last time!!

Neera Arya angrilyreplied “He is in my HEART, in my MIND.”
Jailer fiercely said. “If Subhash Chandra Ji lives inside her heart, then get him out from
there."”!!

The jailer touched her improperly and tore all her clothes and indicated to the
blacksmith about her BREAST. The blacksmith instantly pressed her right breast with
the BREAST RIPPER to cut it off, the pain had crossed all its limits. The jailer
furthermore hit her witha TWEEZER that was lying down there and said be thankful to
our Queen Victoria that this breast ripper was not heated!!

But her patriotism for the nation did not end with this tough time.

LATER LIFE AND LOST LEGACY

After the independence of india, she got out of prison. But her tragic life goes on
even afterindependence! She spent the rest of her life selling flowers in Hyderabad.

Even her cottage was also DEMOLISHED by the INDIAN GOVERNMENT later.
The government claimed that her cottage was built on government land. On 26 July
1998, she left the world with a message to every India that
“Did She Deserve This Much in Her LAST Days in Independent India?”

WHY WOMEN ARE MARGINALIZED IN THE INDIAN HISTORY?

We call India our “motherland “. And there have been mother, daughters,
sisters,and wife who have fought bitterly for our Indepence yet their contributions have
been sidelined in the annals of our history.

Our freedom fighters should be remembered and respected regardless of
gender, caste, creed, colour, religion, etc. They deserve to be cherished for
generations to come.
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Role of Women in Indian Freedom Movement

Name:- Zakiya Parveen, semester:-VI

Introduction: The untold, unheard and unseen facts of the struggle for independent
India.The role of India women freedom fighters in the journey of freedom struggle. In
reality without the help of women movements and women freedom fighters the success
of an independence India would have remained a dream.

Many prominent women freedom fighters like Rani Laxmi Bai, Begum Hazrat Mahal
etc, who fought for the independence of india in the revolt of 1857. The revolt of 1857,
which was the first independence revolt in India history. In this revolt many womens
played a great role but one of the major role played by Begum Hazrat Mahal.

Role of Begum Hazrat Mahal in Indian freedom movement : Begunm Hazrat
Mahal,or ‘Begum of Awadh,” was one of india’s first female freedom fighters, leading the
battle in the First India’s first female freedom fighters, leading the battle in the First
Indian War of Independence in 1857. She was one of the most iconic women freedom
fighters in india and also know as a counterpart of Jhansi ki Rani Laxmi Bai. In 1857,
when the revolt started, she was the one who raise their voices against British rule. Her
contribution during the revolt inspired the youth, and they gave her the title “The
Tigress”.History has lost the exact circumstances of Hazrat Mahal’s birth and early life.
But what is apparent is that it was painful and tragic. As far as the most commonly
accepted version goes, she was born on an unknown date and named Muhammadi
Khanum. Her parents, who then sold her to the royal harem of the ruler of Awadh. Her
husband Wajid Ali Shah (Nawab of Awadh) was exiled to Calcutta. So, she abolish the
British rule from her Kingdom,she declared her minor son the new king and herself a
regent of Awadh. When the Begum assumed control of Awadh, they started forcing
Company officials to leave Lucknow. In September 1857, when Lord Clive wanted to
take control of Lucknow, he ordered the royal ladies to vacate the palace. Queen Hazrat
Mahal decided to fight and with the help of her loyal followers, she took control of
Lucknow. However, her army was ill-equipped and had little training. The Indian troops
were not able to re-capture the Residency because of arguments between her
generals. On March 6, 1858, the british recaptured Lucknow. Begum Hazrat Mahal
proved to be indispensable in this struggle. She was discontent with mere strategising,
and took to the battlefield alongside bravehearts such as Rani Laxmi Bai, Bakht khan
and Maulvi Abdullah. She also worked closely Nana Saheb, and went in to assist
Maulvi of Faizabaad during the attack of shahjahanpur.

Despite all this, she remained defiant and declined all overtures of the British.
She remained in Nepal and refused all terms of agreement made by the British
government. When Queen Victoria issued a proclamation taking over the Company’s
possessions in India, she was the only one who responded and criticised the British.
She accused the British of taking over the country by taking advantage of disunity
among the Indians. The Begum had her own will, minimal supplies, disjointed allies and
ultimately,not enough firepower. By March 18,1858, the fall of Lucknow was inevitable.
The British had made earlier offers to the begum- a pension, rule under the British and
mercy. But the begum had rejected them all. It was all or nothing for her. And that would
be the case till the end. She slipped out of Lucknow before the end, making her way to
the Himalayan forests in the north, fighting bitterly at every step against pursuing the
British, before finally seeking refuge in Nepal.
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INTRODLCTION:

While the Indian freedom struggle is often associated with male leaders such as
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Subhash Chandra Bose, it is important to
acknowledge the crucial role that women played in this historic movement.

From the early 1900s to 1947,women across India joined the freedom
movement, despite facing tremendous societal pressure and discrimination. They
fought for their right as equal citizens of india, and their contributions were instrumental
in securing the country’s independence from British colonial rule. _

I would like to highlight some of the key women leaders and their role in India’s freedom
struggle. | will also discuss the challenges they faced and the impact of their efforts on
the large movement forindependence.




Specifications

1. Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi - Rani Lakshmibal, also known as the “Rani of Jhansi,”
was one of the prominent female leaders during the 1857 uprising, known as the First
War of Indian Independence. She fought valiantly against the British force and led her

troops in the battle of Jhansi, Her brave and fierce resistance against the British rule
made her a symbol of courage and patriotism among Indians.

2.Sarojini Naidu Sarojini Naidu was a
participated in the struggle for India’s i
Become the President of the Indian

organizing the Dandi March, a sig
Mahatma Gandhi.

poet, politician, and freedom fighter who actively
ndependence. She was the first Indian women to
National Congress and also played a crucial role in
nificant event in India’s Freedom movement led by

3.Annie Besant- Annie Besant was a British women who came to India and actively
participated in the freedom struggle. She joined the Indian national Congress and
worked towards promoting the cause of India’s independence. She also played a

crucial role in the Home Rule Movement and the establishment of the All India Home
Rule League.

4.Kamala Nehru- Kamala Nehru was the wife of Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first Prime
Minister; and was an active participant in the freedom struggle. She was involved in

Organising and leading protests and Boycotts against British rule,and also worked
towards improving the Status of women in indian society.

5. Bhikaji Cama-was a Prominent freedom fighter and a leading figure in the Indian
Independence movement. She was known for her fiery speeches and active
participation in protests against British rule. She also designed the first version of the
Indian National flag,

which was Hoisted at an international socialist Conference in Stuttgart, Germany, in
1907.

6. Begum Hazrat Mahal - Begum Hazra Mahal was a prominent Figure During the 1857
uprising against British rule. She was the wife of Nawab Wajid Ali Shah of Awadh and
Played a crucial role in organizing and leading the rebellion against the British force.
She also actively participated in the political activities of the Indian National Congress
and was known for her efforts to promote the cause of Indian Independence.

7.Usha Mehta - Usha mehta was a prominent freedom ﬂghte_r and a key member of the
Quit India Movement. She played a crucial role in Organising underground radiob
roadcasting to spread the message of the freedom struggle and motivate people to join
the movement against British rule.

: ini - Matangini Hazra was a feaflgss _freedo.m fighter who actively
garl\t/ilc?i?antgglinl-lt?wg?\lon- Coogeration Movement, Civil Disobedieence Movement, and
Quit India Movement. She was known for leading protests and demonstrations against
the British rule and was killed while leading a procession during the Quit India
Movement.



9. Aruna Asaf Ali- Arun Asif Ali was a prominent freedom fighter and a leading figure in
the Quit India Movement. She played a crucial role in organizing protest and
demonstrations against British Rule and was known for her fearless leadership. She
hoisted the Congress flag at the Gowalia Tank Maidan during the Quit India Movement
in 1942, despite the risk of being arrested by the British Authorities.

10. Sucheta Kriplani- Sucheta Kriplani was a prominent freedom fighter and the first
woman Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. She actively participated in the Freedom

Movement

Women played a significant role in India’s freedom struggle against B(itis_h colonial
rule. They participated in various forms of resistance and contributed sngmﬁcanﬂy to
the fight for Independence. Here are some key Aspects of women’s role in India’s

freedom struggle:

1. Political participation:

Women actively participated in political Movements and organizations during the
freedom struggle. Prominent Women leaders such as Sarojini Naidu, Annie Besant,
Kamala Nehru, and Aruna Asaf Ali were at the forefront of the fight for Independence
and worked alongside male leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and
Subhash Chandra Bose.

2. Civil disobedience and non-violent Protests:

. Women participated in Civil Disobedience movements and non-violent protests
or_ganlzed by the Indian National Congress and other Political organizations. They
joined Boycotts of British goods, picketed Liquor shops, and demonstrated against
repressive laws such as the RowlattAct and the SaltAct.




3. Underground activities: Women were also involved in underground activities such
as distributing Pamphlets, organizing secret Meetings,and providing support to
Revolutionaries. Many women were associated with revolutionary group like the
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) and actively participated in
armed struggles against British rule.

4. Women'’s organizations: Several Women’s organization were formed during the
freedom struggle, such as the all India Women'’s Conference(AIWC),Women'’s Indian
Association (WIA), and National Federation of Indian Women (NFIW), which played a
critical role in mobilizing women and a devocating for their rights.

5.Social and cultural movements: Women also participated in social and cultural
movements that aimed at bringing about social reform and such as sati (widow
burning), child marriage, and purdah (seclusion of women). Leaders like Rukmini Devi
Arundale,Ramabai Ranade, and Fighting against oppressive practices Pandita
Ramabai were instrumental in these efforts.

6. Role in the Quit India Movement: During the Quit India Movement of 1942, women
played a vital role in organizing protests, strikes,and acts of civil disobedience. Many
women were arrested, jailed, and even killed during the movement.

7.Contributions as writers and Journalists: Women also contributed to the freedom
struggle through their writings and journalism. Prominent women writers such as
Sarojini Naidu, Kamala Das, and Kasturba Gandhi used their literary skills to Mobilize
support for the freedom movement and highlight the plight of indian women under
colonialrule. :
Women'’s participation in India’s Freedom struggle was significant, desp[ite facing
numerous challenges and societal barriers. Their contributions helped shape the
movement and played a crucial role in achieving India’s independgnce in 1947.T9c_iay,
their legacy continues to inspire and service as a reminder of the indomitable spirit of
indian women.



TOP 25 POPULAR

WOMEN FREEDOM FIGHTERS OF INDIA

S

Rani Lakshmi Bai

~3

<

Sarojini Naidu

[~ 3
Kittur Rani
Chennamma

Begum Hazrat Mahal

)

A

Moolmati

Annie Besant

kammaladeyl Savitri Bai Phule

Ehatiopacihyat Vijayalakshmi Pandit

Begum Royeka

Jhalkari Bai

-
"::‘ ‘e
-

+
Uda Devi

Madam Bhikaiji Cama

Sucheta Kriplani

Durga Bai Deshmukh




PORTRAITS :

O [
W o (s W T )

(i wowy Sy meere Seer b b ;
w R ER v Nt e ety g e Piaya g

R e b B s o ‘ |- ZHAME - SHRUTIOAS
Bt e Rl o4l & | < COLLEGEROLL-62
. \ €1l Semesiern~2ad e .m'm_‘-m

l’ DEPARTMENT - HISTORY HONOURS

" ,’
1 .’v’ -
»‘* 4

~ MATANGINI HAZRA § A

& Qub bk rrmment . Sia word mendny wedd ol |
R |h.-nu.-_.—~»1..~_4

Fy

Name: Parveen Khatun bz e |
Roll : 43 Sem : IV et
Dept: History Hons = = o




Educational Tour And Data Collection :
“!AN[]IAN MUSELUM & VICTORIA MEMORIAL

[ 0PS Map Camera

[
S Kolkata, West Bengal, India
CANTEEN, INDIAN MUSEUM, Colootola, New
Market Area, Dharmatala, Taltala, Kolkata, West
Bengal 700018, india
Lat 22557644
Long 88.352012*
22/12J22 01:30 PM GMT +05:30







